
       Ange lic Sym bolis m

Angelic identitie s  h ave developed as  expre s s ions  of th e  h arm onious  ideal, m uch  in th e  sam e  w ay th at th e  gods  
and godde s s e s  of early culture s  evolved identitie s  to h elp th e  people of th e  tim e  recognis e , and relate to, th e  various  
h um an q ualitie s  or force s  of nature  in th e  m ost balanced w ay. 
As  such , th e  appearance of angels (and all oth er spiritual consciousne s s  as  w ell) in our m inds , artw ork s  and w ritings , 
h as  m ore  to do w ith  h ow  w e  s e e  th e ir role or function, th an it h as  w ith  th e ir true  vibrational existence . Alth ough  th is  
im agery is  s ym bolic, rath er th an literal, it provide s  an incredibly pow erful w ay for us  to create  a focus  on th e  
experience  of connection w ith  th e s e  energie s .
Angelic be ings  are  repre s ented as  androgynous , in m ost cas e s , alth ough  w e  m ay fe e l a m ore  m asculine  or fem inine  
energy in th e  context of th e ir function or th e  is sue s  for w h ich  w e  are  calling on th e ir support. If th e  energy is  
as sociated w ith  th e  fem inine  / yin pattern of receptivity (rece iving com fort, love, ins igh t, etc) it w ill s e em  m ore  
fem ale. If it is  as sociated w ith  th e  m asculine  / yang principle of activity (tak ing action and m ak ing th ings  h appen, 
or protection related activitie s) it w ill s e em  m ore  m ale. For exam ple, Arch angel M ich ael is  s e en a ‘w arrior of ligh t’ 
and carrie s  a m ore  m asculine  energy, w h ile Arch angel Gabriel carrie s  a m ore  fem inine  energy in th e  role of 
com m unication and creativity.
W ings  are  sym bolic of th e  relations h ip (com m unication, transport, or travel) betw e en tw o points . Th e  sym bolism  
of w ings  h as  be en applied to angels, as  ‘m e s s engers’, and also to a variety of oth er ancient de itie s . Th e  Gre e k  god 
H e rm e s  is  s h ow n w ith  sm all w ings  on h is  h at and fe et, sym bolis ing h is  role as  th e  ‘m e s s enger of th e  gods’ and h is  
functions  in relation to cros s ings , travel, com m unication and exch ange .
W ings  and feath ers  h ave long be en as sociated w ith  th e  elem ent of air and th e  com m unication of spiritual truth . 
In s h am anistic culture s , birds  of fligh t, lik e  th e  raven, crow  or eagle, are  s e en as  expre s s ions  of divine  pre s ence , 
delivering m e s sage s  and offering protection. In Egyptian traditions , th e  feath er of M aat is  s ym bolic of divine  truth  
and cosm ic order, and it w as  believed th at, in th e  ‘judgm ent’ of th e  Underw orld, th e  h eart of a m an w as  w e igh ed 
against th is  feath er. If you find feath ers  on your doorstep, it’s said to be  a s ign th at angels are  w ith  you.
In th e  early storie s  and im age s , th e  angels usually did not h ave w ings  unles s  th ey w ere  specifically perform ing a 
m e s s enger function. Th ey generally appeared just lik e  ph ys ical people, or s im ply as  ‘be ings  of radiant ligh t’. 
It w as  only later th at angels w ere  given w ings  in all s ituations  and, m uch  later, during th e  Renais sance , th at th ey 
began to be  depicted as  cute, cuddly babie s .

Th e  sym bolism  w h ich  create s  th e  m ost appropriate  connection for you is  w h at m atters  h e re , and not th e  q ue stion 
of ‘w h at angels really look  lik e’. W h en I’m  re q ue sting support, I’ll picture  th e  angels differently depending on m y 
purpos e . If I’m  s e e k ing com fort and nurturing, th en I’ll im agine  soft, gentle be ings  of ligh t w ith  h uge  w ings  w h ich  
envelop m e  com pletely. If I’m  look ing for practical support, such  as  h elp w ith  a project, th en I’ll im agine  th e  angel 
just lik e  a person, w ith  all th e  particular q ualitie s  I ne ed (w ings  optional). Th is  s h ift in perception h elps  to focus  th e  
intention and expectation of m y re q ue st. W h en I w ant to ‘get th e  job done’, I don’t w ant a soft fluffy cuddly angel, 
I w ant a big strong capable energy w ith  practical s k ills, so th at’s w h at I picture . I’m  saying “I’m  not look ing for 
com fort h e re . I’m  look ing for action.”

       Ange ls  &  Arch ange ls

In th e  context of angelic support, th e  Arch angels could be  view ed as  th e  ‘team  leaders’ of th e  Angels . Th e ir energy 
patterns  cover th e  broader areas , lik e  protection or h ealing in general, w h ile th e  individual Angels m ak e  up th e s e  
‘team s’ and are  as sociated w ith  very specific s ituations  or q ualitie s . If you call on an Arch angel, you rece ive th os e  
patterns , in general, as  w ell as  th e  specific angelic patterns  relevant to your s ituation.

Th e  Arch angels h ave evolved w ell-defined identitie s  and nam e s , w h ich  rem ain fairly constant acros s  th e  different 
religious  and cultural fram ew ork s . Th us , you can s elect th em  directly, according to your specific intentions . 
H ow ever, th e re  are  as  m any individual Angels as  th e re  are  pos s ibilitie s  in existence  and so, for th e  m ost part, th e s e  
are  not nam ed or identified th rough  personification. 
W h en you call on an individual Angel, you are  bas ically intending to draw  a specific pattern into your life , so you 
s im ply ne ed to apply th e  nam e of th e  q uality or pattern you de s ire . If you call on Angels, in th e  plural, you are  
s im ilarly re q ue sting all patterns  of perfection in relation to th at q uality. 




